ABSTRACT UBV(RI) C CCD photometry of a 2.
as remarkably free of interstellar absorption. They are therefore well suited to trace the spiral structure and galactic rotation at large distances in the general anti-center galactic direction. In this paper we present and discuss our photometric observations of Haffner 18 secured similarly to those on Haffner 19 (Munari and Carraro 1996a, hereafter MC96a) and another cluster we have previously studied in the region, Bochum 2 (Munari and Carraro 1995).
Haffner 18 was first identified by Haffner (1957) who sub-divided it into three distinct groups a, b and c. FitzGerald and Moffat (1974, hereafter FM) considered the two clusters Haffner 18a and 18b as a single elongated entity, parallel to the galactic plane, while the third one was interpreted as a chance alignment of field stars. FM found the cluster to be affected by differential reddening and derived a distance ⋆ Based on observations collected with the telescopes of the South African Astronomical Observatory (Sutherland, RSA) and ESO (La Silla, Chile). modulus of (m-M)• = 14.2 ± 0.3. They reported the HR diagram to show evidence of pre-main sequence members, arguing for an age T ≤ 10 6 yrs. FM also suggested that Haffner 18 and Haffner 19 are at the same distance and belong to spiral arm located at 15 Kpc in the anti-galactic center direction, possibly associated with the Perseus arm extension. Labhardt et al. (1992, hereafter LSS) presented accurate CCD photometry of both Haffner 18 and 19. The systematic discrepancy with the FM data was attributed by them to different treatment of blended companions and reliable choice of the sky background. Our earlier results on Haffner 19 (MC96a) supported such a conclusion.
PHOTOMETRY
UBV(RI)C photometry of Haffner 18 has been obtained with the CCD camera on the 1.0 m telescope of the South Africa Astronomical Observatory (SAAO) at Sutherland on February 29, 1992. The same night we observed Haffner 19 on which we already reported elsewhere (MC96a). The reader is referred to Munari and Carraro (1995) for the adopted (standard) procedures and an evaluation of the excellent instrumental performances. The journal of observations is given in Table 1 and the resulting UBV(RI)C magnitudes are listed in Table 2 . A finding chart is presented in Figure 1. Star #1 has been recorded very close to the CCD frame border, which caused the larger-than-average errors in Table 2 . Star #52 appears resolved into two components (LSS 38 and LSS 39) by Labhardt et al. (1992) . Both stars #1 and 52 will be ignored in the following. On the other hand, star FM 3067 has been resolved into two objects (#43 and 44) and FM 3081 into three (#55, 56 and 57). Values for star #53 in Table 2 are nearly identical with those given by LSS (their star 37), whilst FM data (their star 3073) are largely off. The difference is too large to be explained in term of observational errors and most probably it is due just to a printing error. For these reasons stars #53, FM 3067 and FM 3081 are not considered in the comparison with FM data in Eq.
(1) and (2). Comparison between our profile CCD photometry (performed with the DAOPHOT package) and the FM aperture photoelectric photometry for the 12 stars in common yields:
For the 27 stars in common with the profile CCD photometry by LSS (who used the ROMAPHOT package) the comparison gives:
Details of the comparison are given in graphical form in Figure 2 . The results are fairly similar to those obtained by MC96a for Haffner 19, with aperture photometry poorly performing in a stellar field as crowded as that of Haffner 18. On the other hand the comparison with LSS photometry is quite satisfactory, with the very small residual differences easily accounted for by the different system of standard stars used (Landolt's equatorial stars for LSS, Cousins' E-regions for us) and possibly some subtle differences introduced by the reduction softwares (DAOPHOT vs. ROMAPHOT).
SPECTROSCOPY
Angela Bragaglia (Astronomical Observatory of Bologna) obtained for us on Feb. 25, 1994 a long list spectrum of Haffner 18 with the B&C + CCD spectrograph on the ESO 1.5 m telescope in La Silla (Chile). The covered range is λλ 3380-9190Å, the dispersion 2.5Å/pixel and the resolution ∼7Å. The slit was rotated so to record on a single exposure the spectra of stars #18, 44, 52 and 56 plus stars FM 3049, 3059 and 3060a. Emission lines from the underlying nebulosity are recorded over the whole slit height (∼4 arcmin ) being particularly strong around star FM 3060a. Due to different placement on the slit and different brightness, the signal-to-noise ratio of the spectra of the individual stars differs greatly, ranging from ∼80 to ∼11.
Available spectroscopic data on Haffner 18 are summarized in Table 3 (our and FM classification). Color excesses and distance moduli have been computed relative to the intrinsic colors and absolute magnitudes listed by FitzGerald (1970), Bessell (1990) and Schmidt-Kaler (1982) , assuming the standard Savage & Mathis (1979) interstellar extinction law. Empty fields refer to either no available data or cases in which the interpolation between tabular reference seemed too hazardous. Input photometry for FM 3049, 3059 and 3060a comes from FM data properly shifted to our system.
RESULTS

Color-Magnitude diagram
The V-(B-V) and V-(V-IC) diagrams are shown in Figure 3 .
The main sequence appears well defined down to the limit of our photometry in Table 2 (V = 17.2 mag). Star #26 (a G8 V) is clearly a foreground object (cf. Table 3 ) and lies outside the diagram limits in Figure 3 . Labeled stars (#13, 19, 21 and 28) are classified as field stars from their location in the color-magnitude diagrams. It has also to be noted that according to the preliminary spectroscopic results of Table 3 stars #18 and 44 are not members if their luminosity class is taken to be V.
Our V-(B-V) and V-(V-IC) diagrams are affected by errors not exceeding σ=0.015 mag over the explored range, and therefore the widening of the main sequence with fainter magnitudes is a real effect that we ascribed to the combined effects of differential reddening and presence of pre-main sequence stars. Similar conclusions were reached by FM. A few field stars could be still hidden in the cluster main sequences of Figure 3 . We secured photometry for a couple of field regions around Haffner 18 to the aim of statistically clean the diagrams in Figure 3 . However, the strong intra-cluster extinction, reddening and emission nebulosity prevent our attempt to perform the exercise in a straightforward manner.
Distance, Reddening and Age
Distance modulus and mean reddening have been obtained through trial fits to the observed color-magnitude diagram with theoretical isochrones of the Padova group (cf. Bertelli et al. 1994) characterized by a standard [He/H] ratio and Z=0.020.
To better estimate distance and color excess of Haffner 18 we fitted in Figure 3 the locus of main sequence stars with minimal reddening. The fit is good over the whole blue side of the main sequence, particularly for the O stars on the upper sequence. Their stronger winds could have already blown away from their surroundings the residuals of the parent cloud, thus reducing towards pure interstellar terms the reddening affecting them.
The best fit is achieved for an age T = 2 × 10 6 yrs, a reddening EB−V = 0.62 ± 0.08 and a distance modulus (m-M)• = 14.0 ± 0.2 mag (corresponding to a distance of 6.3 kpc). This is fairly compatible with the average spectroscopic distance modulus of the four OB stars in Table 3 which is (m-M)• = 14.57 ± 0.94 mag. FM estimated from fit to their ZAMS a value (m-M)• = 14.2 ± 0.3 mag. The Table 2 . Probable field stars are labeled. The dotted line is a solar abundance T = 2 × 10 6 yr isochrone from the Padova group (Bertelli et al. 1994 The Q−method (Becker 1963 ) has been applied to the stars in Table 2 with U band photometry available. The resulting reddening free color-magnitude diagram is presented in Figure 4 . Star #53 and FM 3060a have been also plotted, their de-reddened values inferred from the spectroscopy in Table 3 . The excellent fit to a 2 × 10 6 yrs isochrone scaled to (m-M)• = 14.0 mag is evident as well the segregation of several field stars. The location of star FM 3060a cannot be reconciled with the B1 V classification by FM, its position being in excellent agreement with the B0.5 III classification given in Table 3 .
The mean reddening for the cluster members in Figure 4 (the O-B earliest members) is EB−V = 0.66 ± 0.03. Another way to estimate the mean reddening over the cluster (thus including the differential reddening) is through a linear fit to the main sequence in the B-V, B-IC plane as suggested by Natali et al. (1994) and revised by Munari and Carraro (1996b) . Since this method applies only to main sequence stars, we tried to avoid pre main sequence objects by using only those stars that in Figure 3 lie closer than △B−V =0.15 to the fitting isochrone. The linear fit on the B-V, B-IC plane (see Figure 5 ) as described by Munari and Carraro (1996b) 
leads to the following expression for the color excess:
The fit in Figure 5 gives Ω=0.129 which implies EB−V =0.72, Table 2 . UBV(RI) C photometry of Haffner 18. The columns give our identification number and those used by FM and LSS, the X and Y positions on the CCD frame, the magnitudes and their associated internal errors (as provided by the DAOPHOT package; in millimag). For the reasons given in the text, stars #1 and 52 have not been used in the analysis. Asterisks: see text. In the second column a N indicates a star that our analysis suggests to be a field star. close to the mean value over the cluster EB−V =0.70 reported by FM and in fair agreement with the above derived values ( 0.62 and 0.66).
Membership
We have surveyed 57 stars in a region 2.1 ′ × 3.3 ′ roughly centered on the cluster core. Excluding stars #1 and #52 for the reasons given above, among the remaining 55 stars we have above identified 11 non-members (marked with an N in the second column of Table 2 ). The remaining 44 stars are taken as cluster members once differential reddening and pre-main sequence objects are taken into account. 
Galactic rotation
FM have reported preliminary radial velocities for three stars of Haffner 18. Dropping star FM 3081 which is probably a binary (FM suspected the spectrum to be doubledlined), the remaining two stars give a heliocentric radial velocity of ∼ 67 ± 10 km sec −1 for Haffner 18. FM reported that this velocity gives a kinematic distance of 4.5 kpc based on the Schmidt (1965) rotation model of the Galaxy, which is significantly shorter than 6.9 kpc distance they derived from fitting to the ZAMS.
The heliocentric component of the cluster radial velocity due to the galactic rotation can be expressed as:
where as usual A denotes the Oort's constant, α is the curvature term (cf. His results valid for the range −3 < R − R• < 5 kpc are best fitted by A=17.0±1.5 km sec −1 kpc −1 and α = −2.0±0.6 km sec −1 kpc −2 . If we insert them in Eq.(8) the radial velocity of Haffner 18 results to be 50 km sec −1 , which marginally agrees inside the errors with the ∼ 67±10 km sec −1 given by FM. To obtain exactly 67 km sec −1 from the Hron's rotation curve it is enough to lower the curvature term to α = −1.44, a value well compatible with the uncertainty given by Hron. In this sector of the galactic plane the radial compo-nent of the galactic motion is however not very sensitive to the Sun-cluster distance. We may nevertheless conclude that there is no discrepancy between the photometric, spectroscopic and kinematic independent determinations of the distance to Haffner 18.
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